
To Our Harrison Family: 

 

I hope that you had a nice Mother’s Day, as odd as this one may have been for you and 

your family. The little things in life have become more recognizable as we cope with 

this crisis, don’t ya think? Mom’s everywhere missing out on being celebrated properly - 

you all get a “redo” at some point. Maybe a joint celebration on Father’s Day? Wait, just 

kidding. I still want my own day, lol. But we all, clearly, are desperate to get beyond this 

and we will. 

  

One key element in that plight is validation that the curve is flattening so we can see 

restrictions on business and our way of life eased. For that, we look to the numbers. 

  

Statewide, we now have had 139,945 positive cases in New Jersey. The new focal point 

“stat” is the percentage of positive tests, not just a comparison to the raw number of 

negative tests. That percentage (which is a rolling number) is now at 39.1%, which is 

down from a highpoint of almost 50% in earlier reporting. The statewide death toll has 

reached 9,310, which is 358 more than my last update on Friday. 

  

Gloucester County has recorded a total of 1,693 positive tests and 5,873 negative 

tests, for a positive test rate of 22.4%. We lost 10 more county residents over the 

weekend, bringing that total to 84. One additional positive case was reported in 

Harrison since Friday, bringing our total to 42. 

   



Reminder that testing of symptomatic residents will continue on Thursday May 14th 

starting at 10:00 at the sixth Gloucester County Drive-Thru Test Event at RCSJ. To 

schedule a COVID-19 test, please call 856-218-4142. 

  

GOVERNMENTAL CONNECTIVITY & LEADERSHIP 

I have spoken about the line of communication between the different levels of 

government during this crisis on numerous occasions; especially early on. I want to 

reiterate that at this important juncture. As I have said, ultimately, at the local 

municipal level, we are tasked with overseeing and enforcing directives that come from 

the State and Federal level. 

  

Gloucester County, led by the Freeholder Board, is tasked with the OEM (Office of 

Emergency Management) oversight for all 24 county municipalities. Each town has its 

own OEM Coordinator and team that interacts with the County OEM on all issues. It is a 

coordinated effort in what is perhaps the most chaotic (and sustained) EMERGENCY 

event in history. From the beginning I have been impressed with the County’s 

leadership on all fronts. Starting with Administrator, Chad Bruner and his team 

providing direction and leadership. County Engineering Director, Vince Voltaggio and 

his team continue to keep us informed and provide guidance on the status of 

construction projects, both public and private. The County OEM and Department of 

Health itself, taking the lead and calmly fielding each challenge as it emerged, especially 

in the beginning when things were so unclear. The Department of Economic 

Development under Director Tom Bianco, sifting through the mountain of financial 

information that was being conveyed and serving as a resource to our residents when 

needed. 



  

The Gloucester County leadership has really shined in this historic episode. And now, 

more than ever, they play a key role as we work with our representatives in Trenton to 

ensure that we emerge from this crisis properly. Our 5th District Legislative 

Representatives (State Senator Nilsa Cruz-Perez and Assemblymen Bill Spearman and 

Bill Moen, Jr.) have been great. They have stayed connected to us directly and been 

there to address any questions or concerns we’ve had. They will continue to lobby for 

us as legislation and decisions shape our transition from this in the coming weeks. 

They are working closely with the 3rd Legislative crew, led by Senate President Steve 

Sweeney to ensure that South Jersey is properly represented. 

  

Though there is still much work to be done, I think it’s important that you hear from 

your local leadership about the job these elected and appointed individuals have been 

doing from Day 1 of the outbreak. On your behalf, I thank them for their dedication to 

our communities and their tireless effort to support us in every way possible.   

  

DIGITAL MAIN STREET – HOME IMPROVEMENT 

This week we are recognizing local businesses that are available to support residents 

that are looking to make some improvements around their home. Clearly we all have 

spring projects that were planned and may have been delayed. Whether that is 

painting, landscaping or HVAC work, there are a number of local businesses that are 

available to assist you. If you are considering any potential project, please reach out to 

the  Home Improvement Professionals participating in this week's Digital Main Street. 

Supporting our local businesses is always in season! 

  

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=9eb78dd16e&e=a2b7ec3ac6


THE SCIENCE OF WELL-BEING 

You’ll recall that in my last update I mentioned a free, online course being offered by 

Yale University called The Science of Well-Being. If you missed that, you can check it out 

on the Coursera website. There’s a “free” option, assuming you’re not seeking credits. If 

you choose to engage on your own, great. But for those of you who don’t, I plan to drop 

a tidbit or two in these updates, since I’m taking the course. 

  

I’m doing this because I believe that now, more than ever, having a positive outlook on 

life and understanding our ability to control that outlook is crucial. I’m sure you agree 

that regular, everyday stress and anxiety has been intensified over the last two months. 

As we transition to whatever the new norm will be, the mission to “be happy” will likely 

be even more challenging. Not being our best self, will also inhibit our ability to excel at 

a time when the fiscal future of our family may be at stake, in addition to everyone’s 

mental and physical well-being.   

  

The Science of Well-Being class explores the new results in psychological science over the 

last 20 years and how that can benefit us. It seeks to teach us how to be happier, feel 

less stressed, and how to flourish more. If you could put these scientific findings into 

practice and build habits to live a happier and more fulfilling life, wouldn’t you want to 

do that? I’m sure the course isn’t a magic pill, but there must be a reason why The 

Science of Well-Being immediately became the most popular course ever taught in Yale’s 

300+ year history, after it was introduced in 2018. 

  

I am going to break our every other day communication pattern this week and share a 

segment of the Week 1 assignment of this course with you tomorrow (Tuesday). The 

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=49431dade9&e=a2b7ec3ac6


first step is identifying your current state of happiness and determining your specific 

character strengths. I hope that you will take the time to indulge in this process with 

me. Look for my email tomorrow with two questionnaires to complete.  

  

You may be saying to yourself, what the heck is the Mayor up to with this? It’s very 

simple. Since this “pause” in our lives was thrust upon us, we should seek to emerge 

from this crisis better prepared to excel and appreciate life. What have we got to lose? 

Hockey legend, Wayne Gretzky, famously said, “You’re guaranteed to miss 100% of the 

shots you don’t take.” He scored more goals than anyone in NHL history, a record likely 

never to be eclipsed. So, take a shot - take the test tomorrow and stand by for my next 

entry later in the week. It can only make you Harrison Stronger! 

 


